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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
September, 2022

DR. TINA KELLER

Serving in Poland-Full Circle

I could count on one hand the number of times I have had what I call a full-circle experience.
One such experience that I often share with my students goes like this; As I was driving to
campus as a new Messiah professor, I realized that exactly 20 years prior I was also driving to
the same campus but as a first-year student entering Messiah. As I sat in the parking lot taking in
this realization, I was able to recall the path that took me from one point to the other and could
see the hand of God at work. As a first-year student, I couldn’t have imagined the ways that God
would work. In that full-circle experience, I could see that it was not entirely a path of my own
design, but of His.
Admittedly, these glimpses into how God works in interconnected ways over time and space are
not a common occurrence for me. Maybe I am too distracted to see them, too inclined to feel
that my life is my own that I don’t stop to see God’s work. I am not sure. However, this summer I
experienced one that was so profound that I couldn’t help but take notice and see God at work.
This summer I had the privilege of leading a service trip to Warsaw, Poland as part of Messiah’s
Agape Center. Our main purpose was to teach English in schools and assist with the
humanitarian refugee work of the local churches there. I was in awe of the ways that Polish
Christians jumped in to do whatever they could to help Ukrainians fleeing the war. I heard
stories of people opening their spare bedrooms to strangers, donating food, clothing, finances,
and welcoming mothers and children with open arms. We had the chance to visit a local church
that embodied this sense of service. This church was located only a few blocks from the
Ukrainian embassy in Warsaw. Every day refugees would wait in lines formed outside the
embassy and these lines would snake down the street resulting in people standing directly
outside the church doors. I truly believe that the church was there “for such a time as this”
(Esther 4:14).
Seeing refugees literally on their doorstep, these
Polish Christians stepped into action. The church
turned its whole facility into a refugee welcome
area. Their lobby was filled with huge photocopiers
so that people could copy documents that they
needed at the embassy. They provided lunches and
coffee in the downstairs meeting spaces, offered
childcare while parents waited in line, turned a
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classroom into a clothing closet filled to the brim, added bunkbeds for emergency housing,
and set up a tent on the sidewalk to provide shade and places to sit. There were friendly
faces that opened doors and bilingual interpreters that helped frightened and confused
families make sense of the process.
I returned home inspired by the work of Christians in Poland. It encouraged me to become
more active in supporting refugees here in Pennsylvania. I was able to meet a family that
arrived in the U.S. in July of this year. They arrived with their three children and nothing but a
few suitcases. I had the chance to help them pick up furniture from a local Christian ministry
in Mechanicsburg called "My First Digs." As we were chatting, we talked about the volunteers
at this site and how they were serving. Then, the father shared that during their entire
journey from Ukraine, to Poland, to Germany, and then to the USA, there were Christians
there waiting for them, supporting them, and praying for them. This gave him and his family
hope during a time of great loss. He said that even things as small as having a church open
their doors to allow them to photocopy documents in Warsaw meant so much to them.
There it was; the full circle. I know that church. I saw those photocopiers. The decision of that
church to be faithful and to meet the needs of the most vulnerable was not forgotten by
either of us. I could hear the impact of this faithfulness in the voice of this father starting a
new life here in Pennsylvania. The belief that there was good in the world, that people could
care for one another, gave him strength. The interconnected nature of service and the ripple
effect of Christians taking action was making a difference. We often do not get to see these
full-circle experiences as explicitly as this. However, I am convinced that they are always
there. The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 6:9-10; “Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers.” As we begin this academic year, I encourage us to look for God at work, to testify
when we witness it, and to believe that we can be a force for good.
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STUDENTS IN THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Meet Some of Our
New Additions!
Meet Isabel Dennis! She is a Pre-K-4th
education major and a work study in the
department. One of her favorite memories
has been the first year games. "I chose
Messiah because I loved the community
surrounded by and on campus. I love the
values and ideals that the university has. "

Meet Alexsandor Böhm! Alex is a dual
major with Elementary and Special
Education who absolutely loves bowties. "I
loved meeting many fellow ed majors at
our overnight visit last spring! Since
starting this year, I have met a ton of great
new friends and from formal movie nights
to catastrophic rafting journeys and more,
I've already tried to enjoy college life to the
fullest!"
Meet Mishaela Grocott, another new
Elementary Ed. major. Mishaela's parents
were missionaries in Venezuela before
moving back to the states. "I chose
Messiah because of the Christian
experience and it being close to home. The
first time I visited I immediately felt
welcomed by the students, professors and
other staff. Messiah already felt like it
could be my home. "

Education on
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DEVOTIONAL
A MONTHLY DEVOTION WRITTEN BY MESSIAH
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION SENIORS

Shaped by Life Experiences
Romans 8:28
The title of this zine [Micah's class project], “The Dust of Africa”, refers to the
idea that your experiences help shape who you are and your identity. For me, the dust
of Africa is a metaphor for my diverse range of experiences growing up in Kenya.
Although this analogy refers to the context of Africa, everyone is impacted and shaped
by their life experiences. As Christians, these experiences don’t just shape us by the
physical things we see and touch, but by the way God uses those experiences for the
good of his Kingdom. Romans 8:28 says, “We know that in ALL things God works for
the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”
Your experience in life is just one of many ways in which God shapes and molds you
into the person that He wants you to be.
God is working in every experience you have whether it is a huge success,
terrible mistake, type of education, travel experience, job, relationship, or difficult
time of sickness. It is important for us to take these experiences that God gives us and
intentionally reflect on the ways that God worked in us or
think about the ways God touched our hearts. God is so
intentional about the places and people that He puts in your life
and it is so important to lean into those gifts and know that God
had them in your life for a reason. Take some time to reflect the
experiences God has given you. How has He shaped you through
the experiences that you have had? How might He be challenging
you to view the situation or part of life you are currently in?
Where does God want to take you next?

Written by Micah Wagner

Recent graduates co-presented at
the American Library Association
As undergraduates, Julianna Chen
(left, '22) and Alexandria Cass (right,
'22) collaborated with Dr. Burchard
to study needs of future teachers for
developing cultural responsiveness
related to teaching diverse students
with disabilities. They worked with
Dr. Burchard to assess needs, and
improve instruction in three courses.
They guided peers in critique of
children's books, especially about
diverse children with disabilities.
They expertly co-taught about
behavior interventions using one
children's book.
In June 2022, Julianna and Alexandria
co-presented with Dr. Burchard at
the American Library Association's
annual conference in Washington,
DC. Participants actively engaged to
critique selected books for specific
purposes (left). Thank you, Julianna
and Alexandria for improving learning
of future teachers! Learn more:
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/edu_ed/
52/

You're Invited to a Research Presentation
by Dr. Sarah Fischer
Wednesday, September 21st, 4 pm
Parmer Cinema, Boyer 137
Do you have a favorite Little Golden book? Dr.
Fischer just completed an extensive study of
how toddlers interact with Little Golden
Books. Let's all learn the results of her study!

You may also view a sneak peek of
her research in the Messiah
University Murray Library display
case beside the circulation desk.

You're Invited to an Honors Presentation
by Trevor Swartz
Wednesday, October 12th, 8 am
Parmer Cinema, Boyer 137
Trevor Swartz, a December 2022 graduate in the Special
Education Major, is completing his honors project with
research about interventions for Dyslexia and Phonics. He
invites you to his presentation to hear what he learned
and to make various phonics materials for your own
future classrooms.
Trevor is competing in his final season as a midfielder on
Messiah's men's soccer team. After graduation, Trevor will
join the coaching staff at Eastern Mennonite University.
Later, Trevor hopes to return to his home state of Arizona
to teach adapted PE, or life skills special education.

Growing Information Literacy
one secret power of future teachers
One priority of Messiah
University's Education
Department is that all our
students master skills to find,
evaluate, and use information.
Such "information literacy" is
important for all college
students, but particularly
important so future teachers
are empowered to continually
learn techniques to meet the
needs of their students.
At Messiah University, our fabulous librarians train all first-year students in how to
access information and resources and how to properly cite sources. (In the top
photo, Sarah Myers is giving students a tour of the library.) Beyond that, librarians
collaborate with Education Department faculty in teaching and supporting the
specific "information literacy" skills of teaching.
On right, junior Education majors
used the Scientific Method to
design simple experiments, then
translated that experience to
grasp how researchers compare
what works in teaching. They
then researched teaching
practices that inform their future
teaching. Our librarians loop
back in to support students
finding, interpreting and writing
about what works in teaching.
Such powerful collaborations in shared priorities, and sequenced teaching and
learning result in graduates who are truly ready to problem-solve for the future
challenges of teaching, find information about what works, and judge what works
best for specific needs. A cool not-so-SECRET POWER of our future teachers!
Contributed by Melinda Burchard, Ph.D.
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This semester we celebrate The Teacher Exploration
Center's first fall semester with our education
students! Created by Julia Sowers for her honors'
project, the room is the perfect space for mock
lessons, group work, interviews, and learning. The
room offers materials and tools such as an electronic
whiteboard, cameras, Cricut, laminator, letter press,
binding machine, paper cutters, STEAM kits,
manipulatives, children's books, and far more! This
room is surely one that every education major should
take the time to explore! When asked what the
Teacher Exploration Center means to them, a student
responded, "The Teacher Exploration Center means
that I can use and grow my skills before I even have
my own classroom."
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B
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EDUCATION STUDENTS

Messiah University Choir and Orchestra spent 12
days in the beautiful country of Spain. Touring
around Madrid and other cities, they worked on a
missions project, performed in various cathedrals,
and hiked 118 km (73+ miles!) on the Camino de
Santiago over 6 days. They also had the honor of
singing for the Pilgrim's Mass.

"It has been truly been a
blessing to travel to a
different country to learn
about the culture and show
some appreciation for
keeping traditions alive."
~Irene Kim

MEET FACULTY IN THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

MUG
NIGHT
New, incoming students to the
Education Department are invited to
stop by the Future Teacher's Lounge on
Boyer 4th Thursday September 8th
5:30-6:30 to design a mug, meet other
new students, and get to know
professors.

New First Year and
Transfer Students

Special Education
at Messiah University
Serving the Least of These Matthew 25:40
There are three ways to pursue Special Education at Messiah University!
For more information see the corresponding page on messiah.edu.

To earn teaching certification in both special education and early childhood
education, choose the major in
Education Dual Certification in PreK-4th and Special Education PreK-12th
Field placements across grade ranges, regular, and special education

Student teaching in Special Education, Special Education Internship
Good option for flexible choices in teaching career and preparing to serve
children with disabilities in regular or special education settings

To earn teaching certification in only special education choose the major in
Special Education N-12 with Teaching Certification PreK-12th
Field placements across grade ranges, regular, and special education
Student teach in Special Education, Special Education Internship
Good option for teaching specializing in high school special education,
more severe disabilities, or for careers in agencies or hospital early
intervention, etc.

If interested in serving individuals with disabilities without teaching
certification in special education you might enjoy the
Minor in Special Education
Develop expertise from 18-21 credits of study
No Field placement requirements
Good option for preparing to teach regular education with expertise in
serving children with disabilities, or for disability-related work through
agencies or government

Messiah University also offers
Speech and Language
Pathology
and
Disability and Family
Wellness
minors!

Need help deciding?
No problem! See Dr. Melinda Burchard our Coordinator of
Special Education (or contact at mburchard@messiah.edu),
your academic advisor, or anyone in the Career and
Professional Development Center.

Already know what majors and/or minors you would
like?
Declare via form at messiah.edu/info/23421/forms

The Value of Five (and Ten)
by Dr. Buckley
Ten has always been a pretty important number. It is exciting when PreK or
Kindergarten children count to 10 for the first time. In addition, counting by 10
to 100 is probably part of every kindergarten Math curriculum. Kids seem to
enjoy demonstrating their ability to do so: 10, 20, 30….100! The repetitive
nature of our base ten numeric system emphasizes the relative importance of
groups of 10, and makes identifying patterns on a 100 chart more engaging.
Ten is undeniably a big deal. But why is five so important?
Within the last ten years, five- and ten-frames (pictured below) have become a
hot item in Math classrooms. Five and ten are known as “benchmark numbers”
which have many uses and are a critical part of developing numeracy, or
flexibility in thinking about numbers and quantity, in young children. Children
can automatically recognize certain dot patterns (quantities) when
demonstrated on a ten-frame. Often, we compare quantities and magnitude
relative to five and ten. We might put three counters on a five-frame to
demonstrate 3<5, or that 3 plus 2 more equals 5 (3 + 2 = 5). We might ask
students “How many more do we need to make five?” Both a five- and tenframe allow us to see that 5 + 2 = 7, either by filling the five-frame with a
counter in each box and having two left over, or by populating the first row of
a ten-frame, and the extra two in the next row. That shows us that 7 < 10, or
that I need three more plus the 7 I have to make 10. A combination of these
tasks really does support fact fluency. It also helps students to see that double
five will be 10, and supports conceptual understanding of addition. The
concrete representation of the math facts, with transition to picture
representation or visual image, to abstract aligns with the research-based
strategy of CRA (Concrete – Representational – Abstract) for Math concept
development. Using these five- and ten-frames in multiple ways helps
children see different situations from multiple perspectives, and helps to
identify relationships between numbers. It helps children to become flexible
with their thinking about numbers when larger quantities are pre-grouped by
five or ten.
With our recent understanding of the significance of the early childhood years
as the most important developmental years of one’s life, the need for
mathematical development is more apparent than ever. This simple tool goes a
long way towards supporting cognitive development and mathematical
reasoning for our young learners.

Ten
Frame

Hello from
EAMU!

Sarah Curran - President
sc1436@messiah.edu

Ashley Winfield - Vice President
aw1589@messiah.edu

Rachel Baska - Treasurer
rb1515@messiah.edu

Victoria Lang - PR and Secretary
vl1174@messiah.edu
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PROFESSOR
NICOLE
PHILIPKOSKY
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer B420
Email: nphilipkosky@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Working toward Ed. D
at Temple University
Penn State University, M. Ed/ESL
Kutztown University, B.S. Ed/Speech
& Theatre

CLASSES I TEACH
EDUC 309 English Language
Learning in TESOL/ESL Classrooms
EDUC 401 TESOL/ESL Seminar
EDUC 402 TESOL/ESL Internship

SERVICE
Girls Scouts
PTO
LIttle Free Library Steward

RESEARCH INTERESTS
TESOL
Refugee success
MIddle school learners

I turn daily to the words of Matthew 7:12 to guide me as a
daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, and teacher, “Do unto
others, as you would have them do unto you.” The beloved
Golden Rule can be applied to all areas, all ages, and all
stages of life.

FAVORITE TEACHING MOMENT
A few years I had the privilege of teaching middle school
ESL students. Seeing struggling 6th graders come back as
confident 7th graders able to navigate the hallways by
understanding their new schedule, opening their locker
locks on the first try, and knowing which lunch line to
stand in for different choices will always be a favorite for
me. We would spend SO much time learning those things
the previous year! However, when I saw those same
students help someone else who was struggling-oh my, was
that heart-warming!

HOW DID I BECOME INTERESTED IN MY FIELD?
One summer, while working on my degree, I was hired to
be a nanny for a Turkish family who recently moved to the
US. I could converse with the parents well, but not the
children. So we played UNO-a lot! Colors and numbers-we
wore out that deck of cards by August! That experience
alone introduced as well as inspired me to look at the
world of TESOL, and I haven't looked back since!

HIDDEN TALENTS
I was known as "Goldie Bear," Kutztown University's
mascot (at the time) duirng my undergrad years!

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU

CONGRATULATIONS!
to the promoted full
Professor of Special Education

Dr. Melinda Burchard

TECHNOLOGY CORNER
Our Favorite Online Resources and Tools

HELPING REFUGEES IN
AMERICAN SCHOOLS

Dr. Tina Keller

Learning How to Support Refugees
Use these resources to improve your own understanding
concerning the challenges of students that are refigees.
Watch this video to learn about how one district supports their students
You Are Welcome Here: Supporting the Social and Emotional
Health of Newcomer Immigrant Students
This clearinghouse is a first stop in finding resources Bridging Refugee
Youth and Children’s Services
Play an online video game that simulates what it is like to be a refugee.
Against All Odds
Read a recent article from ASCD entitled "Doing better by refugee and
immigrant families."

ALUMNI ADVICE

LESSONS FROM MESSIAH ALUMNI

ALUMNI PROFILE

Lydia Pebly
CLASS OF 2020

Academies at Hamilton
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Middle School ELA and Social
Studies

ADVICE FOR FUTURE TEACHERS
My advice is to keep a list of your "successes"
(whether physical or mental), no matter how
small they might seem, for the days when
you're feeling discouraged.

Kiana Haldeman
Granada, Spain

Nick Westerman
Granada, Spain

Fall 2022 Semester
Abroad
OTHER POSSIBLE
LOCATIONS INCLUDE

Uganda, South Africa, China,
South Korea, Ecuador, Chile,
Costa Rica, England, France,
Italy, Lithuania, Spain,
Israel, New Zealand

"Studying abroad in Spain has always been
a dream of mine. I love the idea of being
immersed in the Spanish language. As a
future Spanish educator, I am grateful to
have the opportunity to interact with
others, learn another culture, and
incorporate these experiences in my own
classroom." Kiana Haldeman
LEARN MORE
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The Dorothy J. Gish
Women in Leadership
Award is named in honor of Dr.
Dorothy Gish, Academic Dean
Emeritus and former Professor of
Early Childhood and Family
Education at Messiah University. This
award is used to support worthy
leadership opportunities for fulltime, undergraduate women students
at Messiah University. This award
opportunity is offered both fall
and spring semesters.

For fall 2022 consideration,
complete the online
application by NOON
September 30th.
Application Link

Upcoming
Events
SEPTEMBER

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Co-Teaching Training September for Current Student Teachers
New Incoming Student Mug Night September 8 Future Teacher's
Lounge Boyer 4th
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to... Beverly Pitcher-Johnson!!
September 22
TEP Mandatory Meeting for First Year Students Email
cwickey@messiah.edu
Dorothy Gish Women in Leadership Award Application Due
September 30th by noon

Would you like to contribute to our newsletter? Do you have an idea for an article?
We would love to hear from current students or Messiah alumni!
Email ideas to tkeller@messiah.edu
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